
Louisiana Kitchen & Culture  |  November / December 2015 MyLouisianaKitchen.com22

Prepare to be 
By John H. Deutschman

Inspired
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One woman’s determination to share
the wonders of Louisiana’s

with some of our state’s at-risk youth
Sportsman’s Paradise
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Person of Interest: Danica Williams

S
pend just a little time with Danica Williams. Danica 
is the founder and president of the Wish To Fish 
Louisiana Foundation which is committed to helping 
kids get off the streets, out the house, away from the 

TV and video games, and into the great Louisiana outdoors. 
She came up with the idea following the devastation of Katrina 
in 2006 to encourage kids ages 7 to 16 to discover the fun of 
fishing, many for the first time. Over the last eight years Danica 
has led the organization in placing emphasis on conservation, 
exploration, and understanding of our natural habitats to 
help kids feel more a part of the natural outdoor environment 
Louisiana provides. 

With the help of her Louisiana Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries friends and contacts she has made through her 
husband, the popular charter captain CT Williams, charter 
captains from all over South Louisiana volunteer their time 
and efforts to help these children with a new, and often life-
changing, experience. The fishing captains know very well 
that a child’s first fishing adventure can leave an everlasting 
impression, so they work hard to provide the best opportunity 
to experience a trip of a lifetime for each individual boy and 
girl. Danica also enlists biologists and other marine experts 
to share information on the types of fish they caught, various 
aquatic lessons, information about the surrounding wildlife 
environment, and conservation education. “It’s fun and 
educational” one of the attendees told me. 

I was taken aback by how many children expressed a 
sincere interest in outdoor careers; several kids asked about 
how to become a fishing guide, while others asked about what 
the Wildlife & Fisheries employees do; some even inquired 
about marine biologist careers, and others simply about the 
seafood business in general.  It seems to me Danica Williams 
is a one-women recruiting superhero for careers related to the 
Louisiana conservation and great outdoors.
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The number of Wish to Fish events is determined by 
how much she has been able to raise in the budget for 
any given year. Typically she is able to hold 2 to 3 events 
each year; some of my favorites are the New Orleans City 
Park Big Bass Rodeo, the Grand Isle Kayak Fishing 
expedition, and the Wish to Fish Venice event. Any 
charity nonprofit or church/community organization 
helping children in Louisiana can apply for groups of 
20 or fewer youth; planning is 4 to 6 months out and 
the groups must have appropriate insurance in place. 
Organizations like Son of a Saint, Miracle League, Girl 
Scouts, and NOPD Cops for Kids have all participated 
in the past. Danica once told me “I do this for the look 
on the children’s face, the excitement in their smile.” 
When you attend and see this ear-to-ear smile from a 
very appreciative child you understand exactly what she 
means and where her drive and determination comes 
from to continue to give back to our community: caring 
for our youth and future, and the Louisiana outdoor way 
of life.   Get inspired, get involved.  Help Danica continue 
to reach our youth with a positive message and outdoor 
career opportunities: wishtofish.org or email her: 
wishtofishLa@yahoo.com. ◆

Previous pages: Various charter captains volunteer their time 
to take these youth out on the water. Middle and bottom 
right: Marine biologists with the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisherie go along, pointing out the various wildlife 
and aspects of the ecosystem. After returning to shore, 
they talk about the different species of fish caught that day, 
pointing out the different characteristics of the fish.

Many thanks to the fine organizations that currently 
support Wish To Fish Louisiana:

Beard Consulting 
Borden’s
CCA
Coca-Cola Company Baton Rouge
Faux Pas Printing
Louisiana Fish Fry Products
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Orthopedic Specialists of Texarcana
Paradise Louisiana 
Raising Canes
Recreational Fisheries Research Institute
Venice Marina


